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a man who presses the oilpress, and by the strength of
its pressing obtains at least a little of the sweet fruit of
the longed for knowledge, and, bestowing it, revives
the famishing. For your holiness has determined to
make equal, even to prefer, the foolish to the wise,
and the less capable to the prudent, and to commit to
me in my ignorance that which surely without effdrt ye
could have presented in the language of the wise. But
I entreat that the supplication of continual prayer may
bedew him whom the oilpress of your command hath
pressed. I entreat that his mind, dulled by the fog of
sloth, may be awakened by the wish of your sponta-
neous love: in order that for the task, to which it has
been summoned through your compulsion, it may be
strengthened by a vigorous literary style.

For at the request of religious and Catholic men, to
whom, whether in the parts of Tuscany on the confines
of Gaul or the approaches of Germany or even within
the bounds of Britain, great report had come of the
fame and of the dazzling miracles of Saint Boniface the
martyr, ye have constrained me to write, after the pat-
tern of those whose pure lives and virtuous characters
the most holy fathers have put on paper in elegantly
circumlocutory languagel and handed down, the be-
ginning, course, and end of his life, as I should ascer-
tain it, making the most careful investigation in my
power, from the narration of his disciples who had long
tarried with him, or of yourselves. And as, when the

1 Eleganti verborum ambage. An excellent description of Willi-
bald's own ideal of style.